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CHAPTER L

U BEN A BTRANGE SIGHT IN THE
, CABIN OF THE SEA SWALLOW,

! It was getting dark when I arrived
#t Southend, whither I had journeyed
%o join a friend who was on board his
pucht 1 had nnluckily missed the
fraln by which [ was expected, so Lthere
was no one to meel me at the station,
bot knowing that my friend’s little
#raR was to be some few hundred
guards off the pler-head, I made my
way to the beach. and hailing a water-
man who had just come ashore In his
ekift, 1 asked him If he knew Mr. Ar-
ghar Duncan's yacht by sight.

*No, sir,” he sald. “I don't know
Mr. Duncan, nor his boat. What's her
anmeo ™

“Ahl That I can't tell you,” I re-
plled. *1 know she's a ten-tonner and
& yawl, and that she was to be off the
pler-head, but her name I don't know."

*That's all right, sir,” said the man
#eassuringly. “She's there yot. The
Mde's just on the turn. If you'll jump
m I can put you alongside 0" her in
twenty minutes.”

He was as good as his word, but
Shough as soon as we were within ear-
shot of the yacht I hailed her with
A Jmsly ““Duncan, ahoy!"™ no one came
on deck In response o my summons.

“I suppose my friend has gone ashore
—perhaps to look for me—and has
taker "ds skipper with him. He must
have done so, because I see that the
@inghy’s gone. Never mind, I'll go
sboard And wait for him.” Saying
which I scrambled from the skiff upon
the yaaht's deck, paid the waterman,
and dismissed him.

As 1 had been up very late the night

bafore, amd the strong air of South- |

wnd had made me sleepy, 1 declded to
®o below and have a nap. My first idea
was to make myself comfortable upon
spe of the cushioned lockers in the
Aabln, but, thinking to play a practical
Joie upon Duncan, I disposed myself,
iastead, In the emply space under the
sleeping borth In the fo'castle, covering
mys wlh some old tarpaulins which
’fﬂ been bundieidl there—1 suppose. to
be out OF the way. The cabin was cur-
lained off from the fo'castle by heavy
plush hangings, but [ managed to
arraage the tarpauling and the hang-
ings o that I should be able to see
what took place when Duncan entered.
That done, | settled myself for a sleep,
from which I was aroused by the bump-
lag of a boat ngainst the yacht's side.

There was a scuffling sound, as of

#6mébody clambering on bomrd. A
voloe which I did not recogmize said,
*Here you are, boatman,” and a gralr
*Tanik'ee, sir," was [followed Ty,
“Wish ydi podd-night,” as Lha “boat
was Sshoved off.
4 Hihe dip eof the oars had atarcely
diad away balore another volce, which
was unknown to me, halled as from
the water: “Sea Swallow, nhoy!™

“Sea Swallow, it 15" said the man
en deck, and soon a second boat grated
agalnst the yacht's side and put a pas-
seager on board.

1 was now beginning to feel rather
ancomfortable. Should 1t turn out that
the yacht on which 1 had so foolishly
ooncealod mysell was not my friend's
eraft, after all, I should look extremely
sflly when called on to account for my
presence there. Hence | need scarcely
say that I awilted the advent of the
agw-comers with considerable anxiety
—aaxioty which was not relieved by
the faet that, instead of coming below,
ey remained on deck talking together
fa tones so low that I could not catch
their words.

By-and-by one of the two said,
“Here's another dinghy,” and soon a
third boat ran alongside of us, (ollowed
mot long after by a fourth and fifth,
which arrived simultaneously.

Them when a sixth, and finally a
seventh, had put a passenger on board,
a voice which I had not before heard,

said:

o , gentlemen; let us get be-
1‘3*' The tone In which the words
were spuken seemed to imply a com-
mand rather than a request, and was
eartnlnly not that im which a host
woutd address his guests,

But whateyef mlght be the relations
dotwoen he speaker and the rest of the
eompady, the simultaneous shuffiing of
feet overhead told me that the proposal
ta adjourn te the cabin had received
the assent of the meeling.

As the cabin was lighted by a awing-
fag oll lamp, and the fo'castle, where
I was concealed, was entirely in dark-
mess, 1 ran very little risk of discovery;
bat all the same—when I heard the
firet &tep upon the companion ladder
which led from the deck—I instinctive-
Iy drew back my head under the tar-
paulins, where I could neither see nor
be seon.

After about half a minute I made
bold to advance my head again, 20 as
%o pet a sight of what was going on.
And such a sight!

For the first momeant I could not be-
Mewe my eyes, but was persuaded that
1 was still sleeping. How else was
to actount for the sight I saw, except
by supposing that the whole business
of the seven boats, each carrying a
mysterfous passenger, was a dream of
which the present sceme was a cen-
tnuation.

Btanding around the table wers seven
men, all so exactly alike that I should
not have been surprised had I been told
that I was looking at one man sur-
rounded by six facsimiles of himself,

No ome who had seen that sight,
woder such circumstances as [ saw it,
would bhave wondered that I could mot
Believe the evidence of my senses, but
lay there open-mouthed and scarce
daring to breathe, my eyes journey-
Ing im = circle from face to face and
from figure to figure, till I was dazed
and drunken with imbecile astonish-
ment.

All the seven were of swarthy eom-
Pexioa. All had bushy brown hair,

brown beards, trimmed in the
manner. All wore glasses, and
were dreseed exactly alike in blwe
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‘ont of his fingertips.

Forge suits, with turn-down collars,
blue and white spotted sallor searfs,
ond black bowler hats of similar shape.
While 1 was gaping at this singular
spectacle, one of the seven took the
eeat at the head of the table with his
back to me. motioning to the others
to seat themselves, which they did,
three on each side, leaving the space
at the foot of the table unoccupled.

Then the chairman struck the table
sharply with his open hand.

“Let the candidate for the seventh
place on the council stand forward,”
he sald.

For the space of three of four sec-
onds nobody stirred. Then a man,
who was sitting near the entrance to
the cabin, shot to his feet as If taken
by surprise, squared his shoulders, with
his arms lylng stiff at his side, and
stood in the attitude which in the
drillyard Is known as “at attention.”
I could not see the face of the man
at the head of the table, but 1 knew
instinctively that the two eyes of him
were covering the candidate, like twin
guns in a battery screwed up Lo cover
a target. Though his back was to me,
I seemed in some way to feel the pene-
traling intentness of his eyes, and to
share the discomposure which the ob-
ject of his scrutiny was evidently ex-
periencing. The military sliffness of
the upstander's bearing seemed to ooze
Hils shoulders
contracted, and his head, whick at
first was well thrown back, came for-
ward, and into his eves stole a sheep-
fsh, furtive look which but {1 became
him.

All this was not lost upon the man
at the head of the table. It seemed tp
me that his voice took dn an added
tharpness as, with the single word
“There,” he pointed with his pen to
the foor of the table where the candl-
date would be facing the company. The
man moved to the position Indleated,
and then the chalrman addressed him
in a hard, eold volea—

“Yon have vome here as a candidate
Tor (he seventh place on the council?
Is that so?"

“That 45 so0,” replied the other sw,-
lenly.

“I need mot tell you that yow have
not been invited here to-night without
due consideration as to your ability for
the post you seek to fill. 1 may tall
yYou too that you have been a ‘marked
man' for some months past. If 1
mistaka mot, you have suspected the
positson of affairs in regard to this
coguceil for a long time, and we decided
<hat one of two things must happen—
either that your undoubted ability must
be enlisted on the stde of the couucil,
or else—well—that the counecil must
be protected from any injury yon
have it In your power to do us. What
Lthe latter alternative would necessitate
need wvot now, fortunately, be dwell
upon. Youn have, [ believe, been
sounded—carefully, of course—in re-
gard to your readiness to undertake
the responsibilities of the post. Am
I right in supposing that you do mnot
come here altogether ignorant of what
these résponsibilities mean?”

“i do not,” said the candidate,

“You" are aware that once having
Joined us there Is no going back, and
that for the man who plays us false
there is only one penalty?”

The fellow nodded.

"“Very good. And, on the other hand,
you are probably not unaware that
there are certain advantages aceruing
to a seat on the council which are
not altogether to be despised?”

“I had surmised as much,” sald the
candidate, almost insolently, and with
a greedy glitter in his small eyes.

“Veory good,” with an Inelination of
the head. “l1s it your will, brothers,
Lthat this man be elected Lo the councit
in place of Councillor Number Seven,
whose name we have decided to re-
move?”

He looked inquiringly at his six col-
leagues, some of whom responded with

“Yee! while others merely nodded
assent.
“Very well. You are elected, and

will be known henceforth as Counctllor
Number Seven. You may perhaps
think, considering the jmportance to
yoursell, and t¢ us, and to others, of
the posi you now occupy, that our
celenibny of election is somewhat in-
formal. Dut we are men, and in ear-
nest: not children playing at being con-
spirators, Hence we go threngh no
mélodramatic form of ‘initiation,’ and
exact from you no harrowing vow. We,
who constitute the council, are united
by the strongest of all bonds—self-in-
terest, That is a bond which binds
men mora closely than any oath. 8it
down, Councillor Number Seven, Now
that you are one of us, it is right that
you should be taken into our confi-
dence to some extent. You are no
doubt aware that most of us here are
more or less officially connected with
certain organizations and societfes,
some of which are secret, and some of
which are not?”

“Quite aware,” was the prompt re-
sponse,

“All of which are of a political na-
ture?.‘

“That I understand, too.”

“Very well, Just now there iz a
big public that is In faver of agita-
tion of every sart—of leagues, msso-
ciations and unions—and we have
practically got the management of
such matters into our own hands.
Then, as you know, there are soms
secret socleties which are not un-
generously supported fm this coun-
wy and in America, and these, too,
we may be sald to control. In fact,
if I may use such a term, we who con-
stitute this councll form a sort of
syndicate for the taking over and
ecarrying of everything in the way of
agitation and revolt, from a secret so-
clety for the assassination of crowned
heads and tyrants, down to an agita-
tion against an unpopular landlord, &
political meeting, or a strike. Do I
make myself understood 1

“Perf

!

mised that, although we fully approve @nd produced so great a revulsion ol

the patriotic and commendable senti-
ments which inspire so many thou-
sands in England and America to sub-
scribe their money for the carrying
on of the work, we ourselves sre not
inclined w give our services entirely
gratuitously

He paused and looked curiously at
the new councillor, who nodded his
e»ire consent and hearty approval of
this sta‘ement of the case.

“In fac!. you will not be surprised to
learn that -like statesmen and patri-
ots, who devote their time to the pub-
He service because they find that by

COUNCILLOR NUMBER SEVEN.

doing so they can best forward their
private interests; like clergymen and
ministers, who so long as people are
willing to pay for religion are quite
ready to preach it; and, in short, like
every one else who is not absolutely a
fool—our Nest consideration, in the
conduct of whatever business the mub-
Me think fit te entrust to us, is, not
to put o fine a point upon it, Lo
feather our own nests. It is quite true
thiat there are many men and women
working in ¢ondetiisn with these as-
Boclations and societles who, therg ik
no denying, are hopest and disinier.
ested; and very good decoy Sucks they
are o, o bring the Tnomey in. But
such men and woiien, though they do
not suspect It are simply our tools.
We are not, of course, such fools as
to 8poll our own game by killing the
B00SF, that lays the golden eggs. But
ID our case the game is a very ecasy
‘one to play. If an attempt—success-
ful or unsuccessful—upon the lifa of
some hated monarch or unpopular
statesman, the blowing up of a palace
or prison, or simiiar demonstration,
did not oceur every now and then, our
subscribers would begin to think that
they were getting nothing for their
money, and s@pplies would cease. But
though much of the enorinons power
which s given to us by the compleie
control of all these societies, leagnes,
associations and unions is used by us
for political purposes, we do not hesl-
tate to use this same power in the
Interests of our own pockets, For in-
stance, if we heard that large sums
of money or other valuables were be-
ing conveyed from one place to an-
other, or were secreted in any partic-
ular building, and we could avail our-
selves of the power whicih we have
at cur control to secure that sum of
money for ourselves, we should net
hesitate about putting the machinery
into motion. Do you remewmber the
mysterions robbery at the duchess of
Doncaster’s?”

“Why, yes!" gasped Number Seven,
for once genuinely surprised. *“One
hundred (housand pounds in jeweis
and hard cash disappeared, no one
knew where."”

“Precisely,” said the chairman eonol-
ly. *Tney did not realize so riuch as
that, however, although, owing to the
fact that we have agents in most of
the continental cities, we have ex-
ceptional facilities for the disposal of
valuables.

“That now as a case in point. could
never have been negotiated success-
fully but for the intricate maciinery
which we have it in our power to set in
motion. No ordinary ‘conveyor'—if I
may use the term—could have carried
that bit of business through to a suc-
cessful Issue, even with the assist-
ance of skillful confederates.”

“And the proceeds of that bhaul, do
I understand that they were divided
among the seven councillors?" asked
Councillor Number Seven, with glitter-
ing eyes,

“Precigely. Tt was a benefit perform-
ance. You are still desirous of assum- |

ing the—shall we say—responsibilities
of councillorship?”

“Need yon ask?"

“And when would you like to coms
Mmence the duties?"

“This minute."

“Good. Well hs T have 1614 'vou, we
do not, when we elect a pew member
to the counecll, exact agy solemn oath
of secrecy from hifa. The rule—the
invariable rule—which we have adopt-
ed In piace of any such meaningless
exaction is this, Whenever a new
member is elected, that member has
te qualify himself, so to speak, by
carrying out personally the first ‘re-
moval' which may be decreed by the

council. We do this a= much for our '

own protection as for any other reason.
The fact that a member is equally
‘committed” with ourselves and has

rendered himself liable to the same |
legal penalties, is the best gua.ranteo;

of his loyalty that we could possibly
have. Do you follow?”

“I follow,” replied the new council-
lor, doggedly. :

“Well, this is the situation. We re-
cently elected to a place on the council
—to the very place you now fili—a
new member. He had taken life on
more than one occasion, and we
thought we were sure of our man, or
we should not have invited him to
joln us. But we have since discovered
=it is the one and only mistake of the
sort we have made—that we have been
misled in him. Not that he is not fully
as eager to aceept responsibility—even
the most dangerous responsibility—
as any of us. On that ground we have
no cause for complaup. But the fact
is that when he jolned us he was under
the impression that our motives were
entirely disinterested and patriotie.
The discovery that we were not al-
together uninfluenced by

personal
considerations was _a shoek to him,'the question. The facts
——_-EL.—_‘“#*’- -
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feeling that-—as we have e:-certalned
| —he is in communication with the po-
lice, in order that he may serve the
cause about which he 1s =0 infatuated
by ridding it of the men—ourselves—
. who In his opinion are its betrayers
and enemles. He {8 at this moment
alone on board the little yacht which
lies in ‘a straight line a couple of
hundred yards further out at sea than
| this wessel. At present the police
know nothing of what he has to tell
them. The matter has not gone far
enough for that. All that he has done
is to send word to a certain detective
that he has an important communica-
tion to make.
tective—Detective Marten—to join him
at 12 o'clock to-night on board the
yacht to receive the communication.
His reason for so doing is a&s follows:
The council was to mest on board this
yacht not to-night, but to-morrow

.us does not know that we are aware
. of his Intended treachery and that we
have altered our date of meeting. He
thinks it is to-morrow that we are to
assemble, and after he has made known
our plans to the detective he will pro-
pose that our meeting be allowed to
take place, and that then, when we
are gathered together here like rats
in & trap, the police shall surround
the yacht and make the whole of us
prisoners. It is a prettily enough
arranged programme, but the poor fool
has underrated our abilities and our
resources for obtaining information.™

“And where do I come in, in this
business?” asked the newly sppointed
councillor nervously.

“Ah! you are business-like," replied
the chairman, with a smiie. “Listen
The detective iIs to join Councillor
Number Seven, as we will continue for
the present to call him, at midnight,
on board the yacht I have told you of.
It will be our business to see that he is
prevented from getting there, and you
may rely upon our doing it, for tha
resources at our command can

complish anything. We = -
take yon ~ ¥ 8T Roing to
* == ganore With Us in the dinghy

WheD this meeting is concluded. There
A 8kiff will be waiting for you, in which
Sou will row out to pay a visit to
Councillor Number Seven. Iu fact,
you will go there impersonsting his
expected visitor Detective Marten. He
has mnever scen Marten, and doesn't
even know what he Is like, which sim-
plifies matters very much. You see this
india-rubber ball, scarcely bigger than
a marble? You will have no difficulty
in concealing it in the palm of your left
band. You notice that there is a tiny
tube or pipe to it? Well, Councillor
Number Seven has a long story and
a dry one to tell you, and from what 1
know of him, [ can promise you that
he will offer you refreshment, and will
not want much pressing to join you
himsell. You must make some oppor-
tunity, when he is not looking, to pass
your hand over his drink. As vou do
£0, squeeze the ball, and If one drop of
what it contains goes into the whisky,
your business will be done. But even
if you can’t manage the business that
way, you will have mo diffienity in
effecting his removal, for he has
arranged to give the detective a berth
for the night, and you can easily chlo-
roform him when he is asleep. We'll
supply you with the drug for the pur-

“And what do I do with the body?"
asked the uew councillor. His face was
now Jeadly pale, and his fingers were
plcking st the braid on his coat while
he spoke.

“That too we have arranged,” was
the answer. “You see that brown
ieather hand-bag on the locker? Lift
it Rather heavy, isn't it? Let me
show you what it contains, This
weight attached to a chaln is heavy
enough to sink two men. When your
business with Councillor Number Seven
is transacted, you will slip the chain
round his ankle, fasten it so, and drop
the body overboard. Then haul up
the anchor, row ashore, and leave the
yacht to drift with the tide. She may
£0 a long way out to sea, and the
farther the better,

“On the first of next, month the
council meets again, when you wil
make your report. Put this letter in
your pocket. It contains instructions
as to where we meet and under what
cireumstances,

“And now about the disgulse. Yon
received, befere you came here to-
night, the clothes you are wearing, the
false beard and the rest of it, with in-
structions 1a regard to ‘getting up.'

“Yes,"” said the recruit; “but T
aidn’t know that all the ssven wers (o
be disguised alike, and it gaye me a
turn when I frst cawe down in the
cabin. It is the clevérest thing 1 ever
saw, for belianged if the geven of us
arenm't as like as two peas. 1f we were
all shufled together like cards in a
Pack 1 dou't believe 1 could pick out
any one of us again to save my life.
What's it for, and how do you know
each other again?”

“We don't know each other again,”
was the calm reply. “No man here
except myself, -s0 far as I am aware,
knows the name of any of his fellow-
i councHlors. Why should they? There's

no chance of my turning informer. If
I turned Queen’s evidence a thousand
times over, it wouldn't save my neck
What there is against me is too bad
: and there is too much of it for that
ever to be thought of. Hence we are
known to each other only by a number.
You are Number Seven and I am Num-
ber One, as I ought to be, for I origl-
- nated the whole concern. Kvery man
here has been invited to joln us on my
responsibility alone. I do the thing
carefully, you must admit. In your
own case, for instance, I knew what
your suspicions were about the couneil
and I had satisfied myself that it would
be safe §o make overtures to you, or
else you would not have recelved the
invitation In response to which you
are here to-night. And yet you don't
know who I am, nor whether you and T
have ever met until to-night. Is that
so?"

“It is.”

The admission was made grudgingly
and reluctantly. DBut, blended with
something very like fear, thers was in
the way in which the words were
spoken, the submission of one who
recognizes his master.

“As for your inquiry, “What's it
for? ™ went on the councillor who had
called himself “Number One” *
ghould hardly have thought a man of
{ your acnmen would have needed to put
s.hom a con-
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. We hang out, he can’t say:
He has asked that de- *

'nothing stirring among
. night. The man who intends betraying '

each ndividual councillor if his tdent-
ity s kept a secret? This man whom
You are replacing on the councli—if
be’'d known who his fellow-counclllors
were, It Is very possible that he'd have
given all our names 10 the police and
that each of us would have had two
or three detectives on his track who
would have arrested us separately. Az
it Is, all he can tell them is that the
whole of us meet here to-morrow
night; but who we are and where
s0 that It
ia only now and then, and for a few
hours, that we run any danger. And
I need hardly tell you that we didn't

,come here to-night until I had sat-

isfled myself that no tray, was being
laid to take us, and that there was

the polica
bteyond what I have already spolien

,of. Can't you see, too, what advan-

| tage this system of our al! beilng dis-

guised alike present=? You will have to
put your beard and wig in your bag
when you go to see Number Seven,
because you go to him personating
Marten. But you will resume the dis-

| guise when the business is done. Sup-

pose you are seen coming ashore after
accomplishing the job, and a descrip-
tion of you gets into the hands of the
police. They will at once inquire at
the two railway stations if a man an-
swering your description has been
seen, and they will be told “Yes,' for
the six of us will be leaving Southend
—as far as possible by different routes
or by different trains—and the police
will be peiting all over the country
after us, leaving the course almost
clear to you. Don't you see how it
seaxtters the scent? The police are at a
disadvantage in fighting us. When we
bring oft any little job, they start,
knowing nothing ahout it, apd whb=;
lh‘[_‘j' get to know they have *

. to lind out,
~sch takeés tithe; whereas we start

knowing all about it, and with ali our
arrangements made beforehand. In
fact, seven determined men with

brains, all working togeiher as we
do, can spap their fingers at Scotland
yard: and it seems to me that there
is a big future for this syndicate as a
business concern. What say you,
Conneillor Number Seven? Are you
still as strong as ever on joining us?™

“Yes."

“Very well. Let's get to business
We'll go ashore now, gentlemen, nnd
arrange for the new councillor, Num
ber Seven here, to make his little eal
upon Councillor Number Seven tha:
was."

He rosze from his chair as he spoke.
and led the way to the deck, the re-
cruit following closely behind him with
the bag. In a very few minutes the
dip of their paddles bad died away.
and, cramped and chilled by my long
vigil, I erept out from my hiding place
into the now empty cabin, wondering
how best | could go to work to frustrate
the villainy of this precious Syndicate
pf Scoundrels.

CHAPTER IL

HOW I WARNED A DOOMED MAN OF
HIS DANGER.

I was not loug in making up my
mind. Had 1 known anything o
Yachung, | should have 222 sail, hauled
up the anchor, and made for the shore;
but nmo First Lord of the Admiralty
knows less about & boat than | did at
that time. Row ashore | could not, as
the rascals who had Just left had
taken the dinghy, and I did not like wo
call out for help, lest I should bring the
same crew of scoundrels back to the
yacht. Unless I made an effort to swim
to the pier-head I should have to re-
main on board all night., and In the
meantime murder was being done.

Without more ado I slipped off my
clothes and dived into the water,
striking out with all my strength.
But it was not to be. The tide was now
setting seaward at a great pace.
Struggle as [ would, I soon reallzed
that it was Impossible to reach the
pler-head; so 1 ceased swimmiag and,
turning ou my back, ! let tae current
drift me, feet foremost, towards the
yacht which I had just left, paddling
meanwhile with my bands, that |
might keep my body on an even keel.
As 1 neared the yacht | raised my head
a littie and squinted across my chest
10 my toes, to make sure that I should
not be carried past her. In doing so
I caught a glimpse of ancther small
vessel that lay some quarter of a wjle
out to sea and In direct Yne of the
current, It was no doubt the very boat
on which the crime was to be commit-
ted. With the tid¢ in my favor It
would not be difficult to reach fer, so
I turned on my chest again, and pass-
ing under the yacht's counter, I struck
out boldly for the farther craft.

By the tlme [ reached her I was
quite exhausted, and when some ons
Jumped up suddenly and called out, “1s
that you, inspector?” I thought it bet-
ter to say “Yes,” and to get on board
4s soon as possible, than to expend
what little breath still remained in
my body by entering upon what un-
der any circumstances would be a
diffienit explanation.

“Well, I've always heard that you
wera a tricky one. Marten,” said my
new friend. “But I'll be hanged if this
doesn't beat cock-fighting. . Fancy
Your, swimming all the way out so
that no one should know where you
were golng to. [ guess you're blown a
bit, aren't you? We'll go below and
have a drink, If you’ll wait here a min-
ute while I light the lamp."”

My ewim from one yacht to the
other had been undertaken in such a

epeculatse upon the probable appear-
ance of the person whom I bad come
there to warn; and I was therefore
quité unprepared to find, . when 1
Jolned him in the cabin, that he re-
sembled in every way the seven mys-
terious beings whose extraordinary
and uncanny lkeness one to the other
had so startled me an hour ago, Had
I given the matter & moment's thought,
I might have known that there was
nothing strange in the fact that he was
still wearing his disguise. But the
events of the night had made me sus-
piclous, and as I stood there staring
at him I could not help asking myself,
“What if [ am wo late? What if thi:
is not the man who was marked ou!
for murder, but the murderer himself

Why did he bid me wait while h

want down to light the lamp? and wh,
————— . e ——

- -

be 50 long about I1t? Can it be
I surprised him at his devilish
work, and that while I was waiting
shivering on the deck he was
the body
away the evidence of his crime?”’

While all of this was passing through
my mind my companion had been star-
Ing back at me in a way which showed
that he too was ill at ease.

“What's the matter, inspector?” he
said, looking about him nervously,

“Any one would think you had seen a
ghost. The cold swim has affected you
Help yourself to a
into  yon

a bit, -hasn't it?
whisky. Thatll put life
sooner than anything."™

MOTIONLESS UPON THE TABLE,

IT5 pushed first a spirit-deeanter and
then a water-bottle towards me with
one hand, pointing with the other to a
rack on my right, where some glasses
were neatly arranged,

I poured off a liberal allowance, and
tossed off the half of It at a gulp.

“Why shouldn’t this child have a
drink too?" my companion said, with a
feeble pretense at jocularity, stretching
a hand across my tumbler to get at the
decanter.

There was nothing in the action to
arouse suspiclon under ordiuary <¢ir-
cumstances; but as | thought of the Iln-
dia-rubber ball,small enough o be con-
‘ealed In the palm of the hand and
f the deadly poison it contained. a
sudden panie seized me, and, scarealy
anowing what | did, | snatched up my
half-emptied tumbler and dashed s
contents on the foor. The man sat
staring at we with a look in his eyes
that tp my dying day 1 shall not for-
get. His mouth dropped open all awry,
like that of a paralyvzed man. His face
went grey, his lips white, then scream-
ing out, “You're not Inspecton, Marten
at all! T knew Tt from the first. You
are one of those Infamous seveff--ona
of those devils 'rom hell—come here tg
prevent me handing you over 1o jus-
tice!" he sprang forward, mouthing
and gibbering at me like a monkey,
and with outstretched, twitching fin-
gers pointed al my throat

1 was on my feet in an Instant, more
anxions to explain the mistake into
which he had, not unnaturally, fallen
than to defend mysell. Buat nelther
course was necessary, for the next in-
stant his arm drepped to his side, and
with a great groan he fell forward
motionless upon the table. Agitation
had brought on syucope of the heart.
The man whoge life I had come there
Lo save was d~=d.

(TO BE CONTI UED )

In the Miang of the Day.

The two dudes were wandering
through the retail shopping district
with eyes for everything feminine that
:ame their way. In faet, their gaze
proved annoying.

“They make me think of a
store,” said the slangy sgirl.
“Why?" asted her companion.
“A pair of rabbers,” said the slangy
girl.-—Chicago Post.

The Vurtininable.
Now what ls hunman happlnesa?

Afar we contemplnte It.

Its what some other fellow has

Who ean't appreclate it
—Washington Siar

shoe

RBEARD AT TI'E DOG SHOW,

hurry thet I had no time in which to’

Celeste—Why does Chumpleigh hang
around here so much?

Marie—Ha iz considersd an Al judge
of dogs

Celeste—Wonldn't it be better to
call him a K¢ judge?--Boston Globa,

Trouhle on ithe Big Road,
Met trouble on de blg road.
He tell me: “Howdy-do?

He ax me. ‘“Whar you gwine?*
1 tell him: *“Fur f'um you."
He say: "Fll keep you comp'ny

De lonesome way en long.”
But Misier Joy coms dowan de road
Ea skeéeer him wid = song.
—Atlanta Constitutlon.
Bler Only Comment.

*1'd have you know, medam,” gaid the
loud-voiced head of the commbine, “that 1
am a self-raade man.”

“Well,” rejoined the meek and lowly
pther half, “xll I've got to say is there
ought to te a law to prevent a man from
cheating himself.”—Chicago Dally
News. ‘

Positively Rrutal,
#According to this paper,” sald Mrs.
Nagegs, “widows make the best wivea.”
“] don’t doubt it, my dear,” replled
Nagzgs; “but nevertheless I don't fell jus-
tified in shufing off at the present writ-
fng merely for the sake of making a

good wife of you.”—~Chicago Dally News,
E——T T P e—
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putting 4,
out of sight and clearing T'hey who had

JEHOVAH-JIREH.

(Genesls 2:14 )

How seemed It o the lad,
down Morlah's Lope they slowly

g lmpecd th' eternad

of God?

Behind, the pressure of cnelrel
Che vislon of a sa:ificlal Knife,
And dying, ashes upon sliar-siones,
Before, a ilfe thut novermore might be -
The glad, free liie o sunny-hearted y
For he had looked (1o (e face of donthes

How seemed it (o the lad, *
When at the mountain's base they pam
meet -,
And weloome back ths chlefialn and M9
son? 3
Marked they upon his brow a sTavesr
=hade? |
Within his eyea a strenger, clearer

As panoplied with power beyond lbm
And sald they, under breath, (rm“-‘
man,
The while they pussed along the horme
ward way: 4
*The prince has seen—has seen and
with God 7

How seemed 1t to the lad,
When for hls mother's greeting low

knelt, 1
cheek?
Oh, did she see, with tender mother sirhig
A change had come? And think You ...-I}
The tale (o her? Or 3@ he hold 1t o'or
I'co sacred for the common speoch of earid,
While dimly s<eing through the mists oRT
In one great Sacrifice, the type fulfillod?
=Ailce M., Guernsey, In Youth's Compan.-|
lon. '

And felt her welcoming kiss upon h-r
he told
Yea.s
STRINGS THAT PULL. |

“Onr Tastes Are Strings Fulling Uet
Into Place"—lence Duty of Cal-
tivating Right Tastes.

There seem to be many misfits In;
this world, but after all, before Mvyeca
are finished, most of them are seen to
be fitted igto their places, says thg
Philadelphia Young People. The thingl
which a man can do, and can de “~%
I8 generally that which is appeini=4
him. If one has a passion or eves -\
predilection for a cértain thing, ba will,
make or find a chance somenow te do
what he longs to do, and will obtadn =
degree of proficlency in it “Ouwry
tastes,"” says one, "are strings puliing’
0% into place.,” The taste for books'
and music will pull one into the place’
of libraries, songs and sweet sonnds,
Inevitably, invariably, There may not,
be cowmplete gratification, nor perfect
levelopment of existing talent, but the
taste that dominates the man and the
Arcumstances. The strings pull, and’
with definite results. In spite of diM-
mities, Ellhu Burritt's tasts for books,
pulls, even at the blacksmith's forpe,
tnd Abraham Lincoln lHes at (ul}
length upon the eabin floor to read uy
the light of the flaming brands. [id
a0l these men, and multitudes of oth-

-

e
Cay

era, find thelr places? Did not the
strings pull? ?
Such notable and Insilnelicve pafist
(for the best things 1= Cod wiven, and
the bestowal s one ¢f 117 means
whereby the place is Lund. It {2 ofieg.

far better to be thus pulled fnto place
tbsn to e born in it '
What is the duty ‘hen® N 3 twe-
fold: Strengthen these efrings the.
pull by cultivating to the utmost tha
taste for the best things ZJotarmin.q
oot to stop short gf the right plaece f»-
the exercise of It; and never be a's
couraged by obstacles which secem 12
hinder reaching the place townrd
which the soul is longing and the pus-
sibility of doing the best worlk

HOW WORK REACTS.

Great Purposes nnd Grea: Bffocis
Never a Total Failure—A Prath
Often Overlooked.

o

Work makes the wor! nan L
truth ie as certain and as ifmportant as

that the workman ma!v=s his work. A
man's manhood, his character, wisdem,
skill, are largely developed Ly a8
things which be has dune. A writer on
sociological subjects suve that the Uni-

versity of Oxford went o I2ast London
lo convert East Londua, bul East Lea-
don converted the University of Oxford
He meant that. wiiile the eflorts of the
Oxford settiéments ward not excendine.
ly manifest in results in London, they
were very manifest in changes of
thought and ideals at O= "o, The sue-
gess or failure of good ciideavors is rela-
tively unimportant; (uey Have 2
plished a great purpose citherway In the

1

one who makes the cudeasors. wasen,
when we fail inour worls, God malkes our
work succeed with ue, Apd bhow really
unimportant {8 the prominence or the
sbseurity of our lah low little it
matters whether the worl be done with-
in the four walls of 1 home! So long
as It is faithfully done, it will accom
plish that purpose in us for which, very
likely, it was sent. Work, then, for
what vou can do by your work, and also
for what your work can do for yvon.—8
3. Times.

3
The Saloom a Corrap’cr.

The New York Wine and Spirit
Gazette is quoted in one of its temper-
ance cixchangus—we o nol have the
felicity of seeing the paper in this office
—as saying that the new excise law of
New York could easily have been de-
feated if the liquor men of the state had
only been live enough fo take *“cash

money” to Albany and pay down for
votes of legislators at the rate of 5000
per legislator, It rails agalust e own

friends because some “who prohably
thought themseives very smart fellows
attempted to do business in the legisla-
ture on & promissory basis” It may be
set down as one certain thing in the
problem of politlcal corruplion (o (bl
country, that we will never zet rid of it
as long as the saloon exisis.—Clucoge
Interior. . 2. i
Ch.lcsxn Confidencer.

' sadd

*] was married to that man once,
the first Chicago woman.
“Tq Mr. Marryat? The [dea! Way,

f 80 was 1,” replied the other.

“You don't say? Were you befors or-
after me? —Philadelphla Cathallc
Standard and Times.

The Charitable Sex.

“Miss De Bloom certainly has a bean~
tiful complexion,” sal! the man st the-
dancing school.

“Oh, yes,” rejoined the kind-hearted:
girl; “but I'm afraid it won’t wash.,"—
Cincinnati Enquirer. -

Help. 4|

Ferdy—I put in a food word for
you, old chap. I told her yon had more
money than brains.

Algy—And what did she say then?

Ferdy—She asted me If you M-ﬂ
money.—Puck. : :



